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SERMON LIV.

Interceflion every Chriftlan's Duty.

1 Thess. v. 25.

BrethrenJ
-pray for iis,

IF we enquire, why there is fo little love to be found

amongft chriftians, why the very chara^teriftlc, by which

every one (hould know that we are dilciples of the holy Jesus,

is almoft banifhed out of the chriftian world, we fhall find

it, in a great meafure, owing to a neglect or fuperHcial per-

formance of that excellent part of prayer, intercijjimy or

imploring the divine grace and mercy in behalf of others.

Some forget this duty of praying for others, becaufe they

feldom remember to pray for themftrlves : and even thofe who

are conftant in praying to their Father who is in heaven, are

often fo felfiili in their addrefies to the throne of grace, that

they do not enlarge their petitions for the welfare of their

fellow Chrillians as they ought; and thereby fall fhort of attain-

ing that chriftian charity, that unfeigned love to their brethren,

which their facred profefTion obliges them to afpire after, and

without which, though they (liould beflow all their goods to

feed the poor, and even give their bodies to be burned, yet it

would profit them nothing.

Since thef- things are fo, J fiiall from the words of the text

(though originally intended to be more confined) endeavour

to (hew,

I. Frji,



I. Firjly That it is every chriftian's duty to pray for others,

as well as for himfelf.

II. Secondly^ Shew, whom we ought to pray for, and in

what manner we {hould do it. And,

JIT. Thirdly^ I fliall offer feme motives to excite all

chriftians to abound in this great duty of interceflion.

I. Fh'J}^ I (liall endeavour to fhew. That it is every

chriftian'g duty to pray for others, as well as for himfelf.

Now prayer is a duty founded on natural religion j the very

heathens never negleded it, though many chriftian heathens

amongfl us do : and it is fo efiential to chriftianity, that you

might as reafonably exped^ to find a living man without

breath, as a true chriftian without the fpirit of prayer and

fupplicatiop. Thus, no fooner was St. P<^«/ converted, bui

** behold he prayeth," faith the LoRp Almighty. And thus

will it be with every child of God, as foon as he becomes'

fuch ; prayer being truly called, The natural cry of the nev/-

born foul.

., For in the heart of every true believer there is a heavenly

tendency, a divine attradlion, which as fenfibly draws him to

converfe with God, as the load-ftone attrach the needle.

A deep fenfe of their own v/eaknefs, and of Christ's

fulnefs ; a ftrong convidlion of their natural corruption, and

of the neceiTity of renewing grace ; will not let them reft

from crying day and night to their Almighty Redeemer, that

the divine image, which they loft in Adam^ may through his

all-powerful mediation, and tiie fantSlifying operations of his

bleffed fpirit, be begun, cairicd on, and fully perfeded both

in their fouls and bodies.

Thus carncft, thus importunate, are all fmcere chriftians

in praying for themfelves : but then, n^t having fo lively,

lafting,
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lading, and deep a fenfe of the wants of their chriftian

brethren, they are for the moft part too remifs and dcfecStive

in their prayers for them. Whereas, was the love of God
flied abroad in our hearts, and did we love our neighbour in

that manner, in which the Son of God our Saviour loved usy

and according to his command and example, we could not

but be as importunate for their fpiritual and temporal welfare,

as for our own j and as earneftly define and endeavour that

others fhould (hare in the benefits of the death and paiTion of

Jesus Christ, as we ourfelves.

Let not any one think, that this is an uncommon degree of

charity ; an high pitch of perfecStion, to which not every one

can attain : for, if we are all commanded to " love our

neighbour (that is every man) even as .ourfelves," nay to

*' lay down our lives for the brethren ;" then, it is the duty

of all to pray for their neighbours as much as for themfelves,

and by all poflible a6ls and expreilions of love and afledion

towards them, at all times, to fliew their readinefs even to lay

down their lives for them, if ever it (hould pleafe God to carll

them to it.

Our blefled Saviour, as " he hath fet us an example, that

we fhould follow his fleps" in every thing elfe, fo hath he

more efpecially in this : for in that divine, that perfedl: and

inimitable prayer (recorded in the x\riith of St. jfohn) which

he put up juft before his paffion, we find but few petitions for

his own, though many for his difciples welfare : and in that

perfect form which he has been pleafed to prefcribe us, we
are taught to fay, not My^ but " Our Father," thereby to

put us in mind, that, whenever we approach the throne of

grace, we ought to pray not for ourfelves alone, but for all

our brethren in Christ. ,

Intercellion then is certainly a duty Incumbent upon all

chfiltians.

ir. Whom we are to intercede for, and how this duty is to

be perf6>rmed, comes next to h<i confidered.

I. And
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I. And firft, our intercefTion muft be unlverfal « I willv

(fays theapoftlc) that prayers, fuppllcatlons and interceFion^

be made for ail men.'* P'or as GoD*s mercy is over all his

works, as Jesus Christ died to redeem a people out of all

nations and languages ; fo we (hould pray, that " all mca
may come to the knowledge of the truth, and be faved."

Many precious promifes are made in holy writ, that the

gofpel fliall be publifhed through the whole world, that

*« the earth fiiall be covered with the knowledge of the Lord,

as the waters cover the fea :" and therefore it is our duty

not to confine our petitions to our own nation^ but to pray

that all thofe nations, who now fit in darknefs and in the

fhadow of death, may have the glorious gofpel fhine out upon

them, as well as upon us. But you need not that any maa

£hould teach you this, fince ye yourfelves are taught of God,

and of Jesus Christ himfelf, to pray, that his kingdom may

come ', part of the meaning of which petition is, that

•' GoD*s ways may be known upon earth, and his favin^

health an>ong all nations."

i. Next to the praying for all men, we (hould, according'

to St. PauPs rule, pray for Kings ;
particularly for our prefent

fovereign King George^ and all that are put in authority under

him : that we may lead quiet lives, in all godlinefs ana

honefty. For, if we confider how heavy the burden of

government is, and how much the welfare of any people

depends on the zeal and godly converfation of thofe that have

the rule over them: if we fet before us the many dangers ancl

difficulties, to which governors by their ftation are expofed,

and the continual temptations they lie under to luxury and

felf-indulgence ; we {hall not only pity, but pray for them :

that he who preferved £/?/;^r, David, and ^bfiahy '* un-

fpotted from the world," amidft the grandeur of a court, and

gave fuccefs to their defigns, would alfo preferve them holy

and unblameable, and profper all the works of their hands

upon them. But

3. Thirdly, you ought, in a more efpecial manner, to pray

for thofe, whom '*the Holy Ghoft hath mad^ Overfeers over

you."
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you." This is what St. Paul begs, again and again, of the

churches to whom he writes : Says he in the text, *' Brethren,

pray for usj'* and again, in his epiftle to the EphcfianSy

" praying always, with all manner of fupplication ; and for

me alfo, that I may open my mouth boldly, to declare the

myftcry of the gofpel." And in another pjacc, to exprefs his

earneftnefs in this requeft, and the great importance of their

prayers for him, he bids the church " ftrive, (or, as the

original word fignifics, be in an agony) together with him in

their prayers." And furely, if the great St. Pauly that

chofen vefTel, that favourite of heaven, needed the moft

importunate prayers of his cbriftian converts ; much more do

the ordinary miniilcrs of the gofpel ftand in need of the

interceflion of their refpe£live flocks.

And I cannot but in a more efpecial manner infifl upon

this branch of your duty, becaufe it is a matter of fuch

importance : for, no doubt, much good is frequently with-,

held from many, by reafon of their neglecting to pray for-

their minifters, and which they would have received, had

they prayed for them as they ought. Not to mention, that

people often complain of the want of diligent and faithful

paftors. But how do they deferve good paftors, who will not

earncftly pray to God for fuch ? If we will not pray to the

Lord of the harveft, can it be expected he will fend forth

labourers into his harveft ?

Befides, what ingratitude is it, not to pray for your

minifters ! For ftiall they watch and labour in the word and

do£trine for you, and your falvation, and fhall not you pray

for them in return ? If any beftow favours on your bodies,

you think it right, meet, and your bounden duty, to pray for

them ; and fhall not they be remembered in your prayers,

who daily feed and nourifli your fouls ? Add to all this, that

praying for your minifters, will be a maniteft proof of your

believing, that though Paul plant, and Jpcllos water, yet it is

God alone who giveth the increafe. And you will alfo find

it the beft means you can ufe, to promote your own welfare ;

becaufe God, in anfwer to your prayers, may impart a double

portion
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portion of his holy fpirit to them, whcrehy they will \)&

qualified to deal out to you larger meafures of knowledge in

Ipiritual things, and be enabled more fkilfully to divide the

word of truth.

Would men but conftantly obferve this direction, and when

their minirters are praying in their name to God, humble/

befeech him to perform all their petitions : or, when they are

fpeaking in God's name to them, pray that the Holy Ghoft

may fall on all them that hear the word ; we fhould find

a more vifible good effcdl of their doctrine, and a greater

mutual love between miniHers and their people. For

minifters hands would then be held up by the people's inter-

ceflions, and the people will never dare to villify or traduce

thofe who are the conftant fubjeds of their prayers.

4. Next to our minifters, our friends claim a place in our

interceffions J
but then we fnould not content ourfelves with

praying in general terms for them, but fuit our prayers to their

particular circumftances. When Miriam was afflif^ed with

a leprofy from GoD, Mofes cried and faid, " Lord, heal

her." And when the nobleman came to apply to Jesus

Christ, in behalf of his child, he faid, " Lord, my linle

daughter lieth at the point of death, I pray thee to come and

heal her." In like manner, when our friends are under any

<i£Ii(Sting circumftances, we (hould endeavour to pray for them,

with a particular regard to thofe circumftances. For inftance,

is a friend fick ? we fiiould pray, that if it be God's good

pleafure, it may not be unto death ; but if otherwife, that hd

v./oukl give him grace fo to take his vifitation, that, after this

painful life ended, he may dwell with him in life everlafting.

Is a friend in doubt in an important matter ? we (hould lay

his cafe before God, as Mofes did that of the daughters of

Xelophehady and pray, that God's Holy Spirit may lead him

into all truth, and give all feafonable direction. Is he in

want ? we fhould pray, that his faith may never fail, and

that in God's due time he may be relieved. And in all other

cafes, we fhould not pray for our friends only in generals, but

fuit our psHitions to their particular fufterings and aifliiSlions ]>

3 ^^'^



for otherwlfe, we may never alk perhaps for the things our

friends moft want.

It muft be confefTsd, that fuch a procedure will oblige

fome often to break, from the forms they ufe ; but if we
accuftom ourfelvcs to it, and have a deep fenfe of what we afk

for, the mofl illiterate chriftiari will not want proper words to

exprefs themfelves.

We have many noble Inftaaces in holy fcripture of the

fuccefs of this kind of particular intercefHon ; but none more
remarkable than that o{ Abraham^ fervant, in the book of

Genefts^ who being fent to feek a wife for his fon Ifaac^ prayed

in a moft particular manner in his behalf. And the feduel

of the ftory informs us, how remarkably his prayer was
anfwered. And did chriftians now pray for their friends in

the fame particular manner, and with the fame faith as

jlbrdha?ji^s fervant did for his mafter ; they would, no doubt,

in many inftances, receive as vifible anfwers, and have as

much reafon to blefs GoD for them, as he had. But

5. As we ought thus to intercede for our friends, fo in like

manner muft we alfo pray for our enemies, " Blefs them that

curfe you, (fays Jesus Christ) and pray for them that

defpitefully ufe you^ and perfecute you." Which commands
he enforced in the ftrongeft manner by his own example : in

the very agonies and pangs of death, he prayed even for his

murderers, " Father, forgive them, for they know not what

they do !" This, it muft needs be confefled, is a difficult duty,

yet not impradticable, to thofe who have renounced the

things of this prefent life, (from an inordinate love of which

all enmities arife) afid who knowing the terrible woes de-

nounced againft thofe who offend Christ's little ones, can,'

6ut of real pity, and a fenfe of their danger, pray for thofe by

ivhom fuch oftences come.

6. Laftly, and to conclude this head, we fhould intercede

|br all that are any ways offlt^ed in mind, body, or eftate ; for

Vol. VI. y all

9
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all who defire, and ftand in need of our prayers, and for all

who do not pray for themfelves.

And Oh ! that all who hear me, would fet apart fome time

every day for the due performance of this mod necelTary duty ?

In order to which,

I {hall now proceed,

III, To (liew the advantages, and offer fome confideration^

to excite you to the pradice of daily interctffion. And

I. Firjl^ It will fill your hearts with love one to another*

He that every day heartily intercedes at the throne of grace

for all mankind, cannot but in a (liort time be filled with

love and charity to all : and the frequent exercife of his love

jn this manner, will infenfibly enlarge his heart, and make

him partaker of that exceeding abundance of it which is in

Christ Jesus our Lord ! Envy, malice, revenge, and fach

like hellifh tempers, can never long harbour in a gracious

intercefibr's breafl ; but he v/ill be filled with joy, peace,

meeknefs, long-fufFering, and all other graces of the Holy

Spirit. By frequently laying his neighbour's wants before

God, he will be touched with a fellow-feeling of them ; he

will reioice with thofe that do rejoice, and weep with thofe

that weep. Every blelTing beftowed on others, inftead of

exciting envy in him, will be looked on as an anfwer to his

particular interceffion, and fill his foul with joy unfpeakable

and full of glory.

Abound therefore in a£ls of general and particular inter-

cefiions ; and when you hear of your neighbour's faults,

inftead of relating them to, and expofing them before others,

jay them in f«cret before God, and beg of him to corre£t and

amend them. When you hear of a notorious finncr, inftead

of thinking you do well to be angry, beg of Jesus Christ

to convert, and make him a monument of his free grace 5

you cannot imagine what a blefted alteration this pracflice

will make in your heart, and how much you will increafe

. day
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day by day in the fpirit of love and meeknefs towards all

mankind !

But farther, to excite you to the conftant pra£tice of this

duty of interceflion, confider the many inftances in holy

fcripturc, of the power and efRcacy of it. Great and excellent

things are there recorded as the efFeds of this divine employ.

It has flopped plagues, it has opened and Ihut heaven ; and

has frequently turned away God's fury from his people. Hov;

was Abimelech\ houfe freed from the dilcafe God fent amongft

them, at the interceffion oi Abraham ! When " Phineas llood

up and prayedi," how foon did the plague ceafo ! When
Daniel humbled and afflided his foul, and Interceded for the

LoRb*s inheritance, how quickly was an angel difpatched to

tell him, " his prayer was heard 1". And, to mention but one

inftance more, how does God own himfelf as it were over-

come with the importunity of Mofes^ when he was interceding

for his idolatrous people, " Let me alone," fays God!

This fufficiehtly fhews, I could almofl fay, the omnlpo-

tency of interceflion^ and how we may, like Jacobs wreftle

with God, and by«n holy violence prevail both for ourfelves

and others. And no doubt it is owing to the fccret and

prevailing interceflions of the itw righteous fouls who ftill

remain among us, that God has yet fpared this mifcrably

fmful nation : for were there not fome fuch faithful ones,

like Mofes, left to ftand in the gap, we fhould foon be de-

ft royed, even as was Sodom^ and reduced to aflies like unto

Gofnorrahi

But, to ftir you tip yet farther to this exercife of interceflion,

confider, that in all probability, it is the frequent employ-

ment even of the glorified faints : for though they are de-

livered from the burden of the flefh, and reftored to the

glorious liberty of the fons of God, yet as their happinefs

cannot be perfectly confummated 'till the rerurre6lion of the

laft day, when all their brethren will be glorified with the.m,

we cannot but think they are often importunate in befeech-

ing our beayeiily F^ithcr, fhortly to accompliih the number

Y 2 of
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of his ele(Sl, -and to haften his kingdom. And fhall not we,,

v*'ho are on earth, be often exercifed in this divine emplo3r

with the glorious company of the fpirits of juft men made

perfe^i: ? Since our happinefs is (o much to confift in the

communion of faints in the church triumphant above, fhall

we not frequently intercede for the church militant here

below t, and carneftly beg, that we may all be one, even as

the Holy Jesus and his Father are one, that we may alfo be

made perfect in one ?

To provoke you to this great work and labour of love,,

remember, that it is the never ceafing employment of the

holy and highly exalted Jesus himfelf, who fits at the right

hand of God, to hear all our prayers, and to make continual

interceffion for us! So that he who is conftantly employed in

interceding for others, is doing that on earth,, which the

sternal Son of God is always doing in heaven.

Imagine therefore, when you are lifting up holy hands in

prayer for one another, that you fee the heavens opened,

and the Son of God in all his glory, as the great high-prieft

of your falvation, pleading for you the all-fufKcient merit of

his facrifice before the throne of his heavenly Father ! Join

then your interceflions with his, and befeech him, that they

may, through him, come up as incenfe, and be received as

a fvveet-fmelling favour, acceptable in the fight of God !

This imagination will ftrengthen your faith, excite a holy

earnefl-nefs in your prayers, and make you wreftle with God,
as Jacch did, when he faw him face to face, and his life was

prelfirved ; as Jbraham, when he pleaded for Sodom ; and as

Jesus Christ himfelr, when he prayed, being in an agony,

i'o much the more earneftly the night before his bitter pairion.

And now, brethren, what (hall I fay more, fince you arc

taught of Jesus Christ himfelf, to abound in love, and in

this good work of praying one for another. Though ever fo

mean, though as poor as Lazarus, you will then become

benefadors to all mankind ; th^ufands, and twenty times ten

thoufands, will then be bkfled lor yoLir fiikcs ! and after you

6 have
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have employed a few years in this divine exercife here, you

will be tranllated to that happy place, where you have fo

often wilhcd others might be advanced ; and be exalted to

fit at the right hand of our All-powerful, All-prevailing

IntercelTor, in the kingdom of his heavenly Father here-

after.

However, I cannot but in an efpccial manner prefs rhis

upon you now, becaufe »11 ye, amongft whom I have now
been preaching, in all probability will fee me no more : for

I am now going (I truft under the condudt of GoD*s moft

Holy Spirit) from you, knowing not what fhall befal me :

J need therefore your moft importunate interceiTions, that

nothing may move me from my duty, and that I may not
*' count even my life dear unto myfelF, fo that I may finifti

*' my courfe with joy, and the miniftry I l:.ive received of
*' the Lord Jesus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of
** God!" •

V/hilft I have been here, to the beft of my knowledge,

I have not failed to declare unto you the whole will of God :

•and though my preaching may have been a favour of death

unto death to fome
;

yet I truft it has been alfo a favour of

life unto life to others ; and therefore I earneftly hope that

thofe will not fail to remember me in their prayers. As for

my own part, the many unmerited kindnefles I have received

from you, will not fuffer me to forget you : out of the deep,

therefore, I truft (hall my cry come unto God ; and whilft

the winds and ftorms are blowing over me, unto the Lord
will I make my fupplication for you. For it is but a little

while, and " we muft all appear before the judgment feat of

Christ j" where I muft give a ftri6t account of the doctrine

I have preached, and you of your improvement under it.

And O that I may never be called out as a fwift witnefs,

againft any of thofe, for whofe falvation I have fmccrely,

though too faintly, longed and laboured !

It is true, I have been cenfured by fome as ailing out of

fuiifter and kifilh views j
<' but it is a fmrdl matter with me

Y 3 tej
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to be judged by man's judgment ; I hope my eye is fingle
;

but I befcech you, brethren, by the mercies of God in

Christ Jesus, pray that it may be more (o ! and that I may
jncreafe with the increafe of grace in the knowledge and love

of GpD through Jesus Christ our Lord.

And now, brethren, what fhall I fay more ? I could wifh to

continue my difcourfe much longer ; for I can never fully

cxprefs the defire of my foul towards you I Finally, there-

fore, brethren, " whatfoever things are holy, whatfoever

things are pure, whatfoever things are honeft, whatfoever

things are of good report : if there be any confolation in

Phris T, if any fellowfhip of the fpirit," if any hopes of

cur appearing to the comfort of each other at the awfql

tribunal of Jesus Christ, " think of the things that you

have heardp" and of thofe which your pallors have declared,

and will yet declare unto you ; and continue under thejr

miniftry to " work out your own falvation with fear and

trembling:" fo that whether I ibould never fee you any

more, or whether it ftiall pleafe God to bring me back again

at any time, I may always have the fatisfa6tion of knowing

that your converfation is fuch *' as becometh the gofpel of

Christ."

I almoft perfuade myfelf, that I could willingly fuffer all

things, fo that it might any ways promote the falvation of

your precious and immortal fouls ; and I befeech you, as my
laft requeft, " obey them that have the rule over you in the

Lord ; and be always ready to attend on their miniftry, as it

is your bounden duty. Think not that I defire to have

myfelf exalted at the expence of another's character ; but

rather think this, not to have any man's perfon too much in

admiration ; but efteem all your minifters highly in love, as

they juftly deferve for their work's fake.

And now, " brethren, I commend you to God, and to the

word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and give

you an inheritance amongft all them that are fan6tified,"

May God reward you for all your works of faith, and

2 labours
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labours of love, and make you to abound more and more in

every good vi^ord and work towards all men. May he truly

convert all that have been convinced, and awaken all that

are dead in trefpaHcs and fins ! May he confirm all that are

wavering ! And may you all go on from one degree of grace

unto another, till you arrive unto the meafure of the ftature

of the fulnefs of Christ ; and thereby be made meet toftand

before that God, " in whofe prefence is the fulnefs of joy,

and at whofe right-hand there are pleafures for evermore I"

Amen ! Amen !

Y 4 SERMON


